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The Diſſenters Rzasons for ſeparating 


from the Church of England; occafioned 
by a Letter wrote by a Welch Clergyman 
on the Duty of Catechizing Children. In- 


tended chiefly for the Uſe of Diſſenters of 


the Baptiſt Denomination in Wales. 


HEREAS Diſſenters from the church of Eng- 
land are frequently charged with ſchiſm, and 
their ſeparation is repreſented as unreaſonable, and they are 
accounted an obſtinate and contentious people; it may 
be proper to give ſome reaſons why they depart from the 
Eftabliſhed church; by which it will appear that their ſe- 
paration does not ariſe from a ſpirit of ſingularity and con- 
tention, but is really a matter of conſcience with them; 
and that they have that to fay for themſelves, which will 
ſufficiently juſtify them, and remove the calumnies that 
are caſt upon them : and our reaſons are as follow : | 


I. We diſlike the church of England becauſe of its Con- 
flitution, which is human, and not divine: it is called the 
church of England as by law Eſtabliſhed ; net by the law 
of God, but by the law of man: it is faid to be the beſt 
conſtituted church in the world ; but we like it never the 
better for its being conſtituted by men: a church of Chriſt 
ought to be conſtituted as thoſe were we read of in the 
Atts of the Apoſiles, and not eſtabliſhed by 47s of par- 
liament ; as the articles, worſhip, and diſcipline of the 
church of England be; a parliamentary church we do not 
underſtand ; Chriſt's kingdom or church is not of this 
world; it is not eſtabliſhed on worldly maxims, nor ſup- 


ported by worldly power and policy, 
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(4) 
II. We are not ſatisfied that the church of England is 
a true church of Chriſt, becauſe of the form and order 
of it, which is national ; whereas it ought to be congrega» 


tional, as the firſt chriſtian churches were; we read of the 


church at Feruſalem, and of the churches in Judea beſides, 
ſo that there were ſeveral] churches in one nation; and alſo 
of the churches of Macedonia, and likewiſe of Galatia, 
and of the ſeven churches of Aſia, which were in parti- 
cular cities mentioned; yea of a church in an houſe, 
which could not be national; there were alſo the church 
at Corinth, and another at Cenchrea, a few miles diſtant 
from it, and a ſea-port of the Corinthians. A church of 
Chriſt is a congregation of men who are gathered out of 
the World by the grace of God, and who ſeparate from 
it and meet together in ſome one place to worſhip God ; 
and to this agrees the definition of a church 'in the 19th 
article of the church of England, and is this; * The viſi- 
* ble church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful men:“ 
which is againſt herſelf ; for if a congregation, then not 
a nation; if a congregation, then it muſt be gathered out 
from others ; and if a congregation, then it muſt meet in 
one place, or it cannot with any propriety be ſo called; 
as the church at Corinth is ſaid to do, 1 Cor. xi. 18, 20. 
and xiv. 23. but when and where did the church of Eng- 
land meet together in one place ? and how is it the viſible 
church of Chriſt? where and when was it ever ſeen in a 
body together ? is it to be ſeen in the king, the head of it ? 
or in the parliament by whom it was eſtabliſhed ? or in 
the upper and lower houſes of convocation, its repreſenta- 
tives? To fay that it is to be ſeen in every pariſh, is either 
to make a building of ſtone the church, which 1s the ſtupid 
notion of the vulgar people; or to make the pariſhioners 
a church ; and then there muſt be as many churches 
of England as there are pariſhes, and ſo ſome thouſands, 
and not one only. | 


III. We object to the matter or materials of the church 
of England, which are the whole nation, good and bad; 
ea, inaſmuch as all the natives of England are members 
of this church, and are ſo by birth, they muſt in their 
original admiſſion or becoming members be all bad; ſince 
they are all conceived and born in fin, and great part of 
them as they grow up are men of vicicus lives and conver- 
5 | ſations; 
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fations: whereas à viſible church of Chtift ought to conſiſt 


of faithful men, as the above mentioned article declares, 


that is, of true believers in Chriſt : and ſuch were the 
materials of the firſt chriſtian churches ; they were made 
up of ſuch as were called to be ſaints, ſanctified in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and faithful brethren in him ; as were the churches 
at Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, and Coleſſe : theſe were churches 
of ſaints; but the chureh of England is a church of the 
world, or conſiſts for the moſt part of worldly men; and 
therefore we cannot hold communion with it, 


IV. We are diſſatisfied with the do#7rine preached in the 
church of England, which generally is very corrupt, and 
not agreeable to the word of God; and therefore cannot 
be a true church of Chriſt, which ought to be the pillar 
and ground of truth; for the viſible church of Chriſt, as 
the 19th artiele runs, is a congregation of faithful men, in 
the which the pure word of God is preached; of which 
pure word, the doctrines of grace are a conſiderable part; 
fuch as eternal election in Chrift, particular redemption by 
him, juſtification by his imputed righteouſneſs, pardon 
through his blood, atonement and ſatisfaction by his ſacri- 
fice, and ſalvation alone by him, and not by the works 
of men, the efficacy of divine grace in converſion, the 
perſeverance of the ſaints, and the like; but theſe doctrines 
are ſcaree ever, or but ſeldom, and by a very few, preached 
in the church of England : fince two thouſand godly and 
faithful miniſters were turned out at once, Armimani/m 
has generally prevailed ; and ſcarce any thing elſe than 
Arminian tenets and mere morality are preached, and 
not Chriſt and him crucified, and the neceſſity of faith in 
him, and ſalvation by him; wherefore we are obliged to 
depart from ſuch a communion, and ſeek out. elſewhere 
for food for our ſouls. And though the 39 articles of the 
church of England are agreeable to the word of God, a 
few only excepted ; yet of what avail are they, ſince they 
are ſeldom or ever preached, though ſworn and ſubſcribed 
to by all in public office ? and even theſe are very defective 


in many things : There are no articles relating to the two 


covenants of grace and works; to creation and providence ; 
to the fall of man, the nature of fin and puniſhment for 
it; to adoption, effectual vocation, ſanctification, faith, 


repentance, and the final 3 of the ſaints; nor 
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to- the law of God, chriſtian liberty, church-government 
and diſcipline, the communion of the ſaints, the reſurrection 
of the dead, and the laſt judgment. 


V. We diffent from the church of England, becauſe 
the ordinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper are not 
duly adminiſtred in it, according to the word of God, 
and fo is not a regular church of Chriſt ; for as the above 
article ſays, The viſible church of Chriſt is a congrega- 
& tion of faithful men, in the which the ſacraments be 
c duly miniſtred, according to Chriſt's own ordinance, in 
all thoſe things that of neceſlity are requiſite to the 
& ſame: but the ſaid ordinances are not duly adminiſtred 
in the church of England, according to the appointment 
of Chriſt; there are ſome things which are of neceſſity 
requiſite to the ſame, which are not done; and others 
which are not of neceſſity requiſite, which are enjoined, 
and with which we cannot comply. 

Firſt, the ordinance of baptiſm is not adminiftred in the 
nad church, according to the rule of God's word: there 
are ſome things uſed in the adminiſtration of it, which are 
of human invention, and not of Chriſt's ordination ; and 
other things abſolutely neceſſary to it, which are omitted 3 
and indeed the whole adminiſtration of it, has nothing in 
it agreeable to the inſtitution of Chriſt, unleſs it be the bare 
form of words made uſe of, J boptize thee in the name of 
the Father, &c. 

1. The ſign of the croſs uſed in baptiſm is entirely un- 
ſcriptural, an human invention, a rite and ceremony which 
the Papiſts are very fond of, and aſcribe much unto; and 
indeed the church of E nelond makes a kind of facrament 
of it, ſince the miniſter when he does it ſays, that it . 
is done in token that hereafter he (the perſon baptized) 
c ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs the faith of Chriſt cru- 
ce cified, and manfully to fight under his banner againſt 
6 ſin, the world, and the devil, and to continue Chriſt's 
<« faithful foldier unto his life's end:“ this is ſuch an hu- 
man addition to a divine ordinance, as by no means to be 
admitted. 

2. The introduction of ſponſors or ſureties, or god- 
fathers and godmothers, is without any foundation from the 
word of God; it is a device of men, and no ways requi- 
ſite to the adminiſtration of the ordinance; beſides, they 

I are 
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ate obliged to promiſe that for the child, which they cannot 


do for themſelves, nor any creature under heaven; as to 


renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and 


glory of the world, with all covetous defires of the ſame, 
and the carnal deſires of the fleſh, ſo as not to follow or 
be led by them; and conſtantly believe God's holy word, 
and obediently keep God's holy will and commandments, 
and walk in the ſame all the days of his life. e 
3. The prayers before and after baptiſm may well be 
objected to, ſuggeſting that remiſſion of fins and regenera- 
tion are obtained this way ; and that ſuch as are baptized 
are regenerated and undoubtedly ſaved : in the prayer be- 
fore baptiſm are theſe words; We call upon thee for this 
<« infant, that he coming to thy holy baptiſm, may receive 
* remiſſion of his fins by ſpiritual regeneration 3”” and 
when the ceremony is performed, the miniſter declares, 
„that this child is regenerate, and grafted in the body of 
& Chriſt's church ;” and in the prayer after it, he ſays, 
6 We yield thee hearty thanks, moſt merciful Father, 
* that it hath pleaſed thee to regenerate this infant with th 
& Holy Spirit:?“ and in the rubric are theſe words; © It 
&« is certain by God's word, that children which are bap- 
6 tized, dying before they commit actual fin, are un- 
© doubtedly ſaved; yea in the catechiſm, the perſon ca- 
techiſed is inſtructed to ſay, that in his baptiſm he © wag 
© made a member of Chriſt, the child of God, and an 
© inheritor of the kingdom of heaven :” which ſeems 
greatly to favour the popiſh notion, that the ſacraiients 
confer grace ex opere operato, by the deed done, Theſe 
are things which give diſguſt to many diſſenters, that are 
for infant- baptiſm; but ſome of us have greater reaſons than 
theſe againſt the adminiſtration of baptiſm in the church of 
England; for, | | 
4. The ſubjects to which it is adminiſtred are not the 
proper ones, namely infants : we don't find in all the word 
of God, that infants were commanded to be baptized, or 
that ever any were baptized by {ons the firſt adminiſtra- 
tor of that ordinance, nor by Chriſt, nor by his apoſtles, 
nor in any of the primitive churches : the perſons we read 
of, that were baptized in thoſe early times, were ſuch as 
were ſenſible of fin, had repentence for it, and had faith 
in Chriſt, or profeſſed to have it; all which cannot be faid 
of infants; nor can we ſee, that any argument in favour 
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of infant-baptiſm can be drawn from Abraham's covenant, 
from circumciſion, from the baptiſm of houſholds, or from 
any paſſage either in the Old or New Teſtament. More- 
over | 
we cannot look upon baptifm as adminiftred in the 
church of England, to be valid, or true chriſtian baptiſm ; 
becauſe not adminiſtred in a right way, that is by immer- 
fion, but either by ſprinkling or pouring water, which the 
rubrick allows of in caſe of weakneſs; nor do we under- 
ſtand, that it is ever performed in any other way, at leaſt 
very rarely ; whereas we have abundant reaſon to believe, 
that the mode of immerſion was always uſed by Zehn the 
baptiſt, and by the apoſtles of Chriſt, and by the churches 
of Chriſt for many ages. | | 
Secondly, There are many things in the adminiſtration of 


the Lord's ſupper, which we think we have reaſon to ob- 


ject unto, and which ſhew it to be an undue one: and not 
to take notice of the bread being ready cut with a knife, and 
not broken by the miniſter, whereas it is expreſsly ſaid, that 
Chriſt brake the bread, and did it in token of his broken 
body; nor of the time of adminiſtring it at noon, which 
makes it look more like a dinner, or rather like a breakfaſt, 
being taken faſting, than a ſupper; whereas to adminiſter 
it in the evening beſt agrees with its name, and the time 
of its firſt inſtitution and celebration; but not to inſiſt on 
theſe things. | 

1. Kneeling at the receiving of it is made a neceſſary 
requiſite to it ; which looks like an adoration of the elements, 
and ſeems to favour the doctrine of the real preſence; and 
certain it is, that it was brought in by pope Honorius, and 
that for the ſake of tranſubſtantiation and the real preſence 


his predeceflor Innocent the III“. had introduced: and tho? . 


the church of England diſavows any ſuch adoration of the 
elements, and of Chriſt's corporal preſence in them; yet 
inaſmuch as it is notorious that this has been abuſed, and {til} 
is to idolatry, it ought to be laid aſide ; and the rather ſit- 
ting ſhould be uſed, fince it is a table-geſture, and more 
ſuitable to a feaſt, and was what was uſed by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, and by the primitive churches, until tranſubſtan- 
tiation obtained; or however, fince kneeling at moſt is but 
an indifferent rite, it ought not to be impoſed as neceſſary, 
but ſhould be left to the liberty of perſons to uſe it or not. 
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2. The ordinance is adminiftred to all that defire it, whe- 
ther qualified for it or not, and to many that live vitious 
lives and converſations ; yea the miniſter when he intends to 
celebrate it, in the exhortation, which in the book of Com- 
mon Prayer he is directed to uſe, ſays; * unto which in 
God's behalf I bid you all that are here preſent, and be- 
6 ſeech you for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, that ye will 
« not refuſe to come thereto.” Whereas it cannot be 
thought, that all preſent, every one in a public congrega- 
tion, or in a pariſh, are fit and proper communicants; and 
there are many perſons deſcribed in the word of God, we 
are not to eat with, 1 Cor. v. 11. Yet the rubric enjoins, 
« that every pariſhioner ſhall communicate, at the leaſt, 
c three times in the year; and directs, that new mar- 
& ried perfons ſhould receive the holy communion at the 
c time of their marriage, or at the firſt opportunity after 
ce it;“ tho' none ſurely will ſay, that all married per- 
ſons are qualified for it. | 

3. This ſacred ordinance is moſt horridly proftituted, and 
moſt — profaned by allowing and even obliging per- 
ſons, and theſe oftentimes ſome of the worſt of characters, 
to come and partake of it as a civil teſt, to qualify them for 
places of profit and truſt; whereas the deſign of this ordi- 
nance is to commemorate the ſufferings and death of Chrift, 
and his love therein, to ſtrengthen the faith of chriſtians, and 
increaſe their love to Chriſt and one another, and to main- 
tain communion and fellowſhip with him and among them- 
ſelves. . 
4. This ordinance is ſometimes adminiſtred in a private 
houſe, which took its riſe from ſaying of private maſs; and 
to ſick perſons, to whom it ſeems to be given as a viaticum, 


or a proviſion for the ſoul in its way to heaven; and to two 


or three perſons only, and even in ſome caſes to a ſingle per- 
fon; whereas it is a church-ordinance, and ought to be ad- 
miniſtred only in the church, and to the members of it. 


VI. As the church of England has neither the form nor 
matter of a true church, nor is the word of God purely 
3 and the ordinances of the Goſpel duly adminiſtred 
in it; ſo neither is it a truly organized church, it having 
fuch eccleſiaſtical officers and offices in it, which are not 
to be found in the word of God; and which is another rea- 
ſon why we ſeparate from it. The ſcripture knows — 
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(10) 
of archbiſhops and dioceſan biſhops, of archdeacons and deans, 
of prebends, chantors, parſons, vicars, curates, c. The only 
two offices in a chriſtian church are thoſe of biſhops and dea- 
cons 3 the one has the care of the ſpiritual}, the other of the 
temporal affairs of the church ; the former is the ſame with 
paſtors, elders, and overſeers: and ſuch men ought to be 
of ſound principles, and exemplary lives and converſations ; 
and moreover ought to be choſen by the people; nor ſhould 
any be impoſed upon them contrary to their will; this is an 
hardſhip, and what we cannot ſubmit to; and it is a reaſon 
of our ſeparation, becauſe we are not allowed to chuſe our 
own paſtors; 


VII. The church of England has for its head a temporal 
one ; whereas the church of Chriſt has no ather head but 
Chriſt himſelf. That our lawful and rightful ſovereign king 
GEORGE is head of the church of England, we do not deny 
he is ſo by act of parliament, and as ſuch to be acknow- 
ledged ; but then that church can never be the true church 
of Chriſt, that has any otber head but Chriſt ; we therefore 
are obliged to diſtinguiſh between the church of England 
and the church of Chriſt. A woman may be, and has been 
head of the church of England, but a woman may not be 
head of the church of Chriſt ; ſince ſhe is not allowed to 
ſpeak or teach there, or do any thing that ſhews authority 
over the man, 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 


VIII. The want of diſcipline in the church of England 
is another reaſon of our diſſent from it. In a regular and 
well- ordered church of Chriſt, care is taken that none be 
admitted into it, but ſuch as are judged truly gracious per- 
ſons, and of whom teſtimony is given of their becoming 
converſations; and when they are in it, they are watched 
over, that their walk is according to the laws and rules of 
Chriſt's houſe ; ſuch as fin, are rebuked either privately or 
publickly, as the nature of the offence is; diſorderly per- 
ſons are cenſured and withdrawn from; profane men are put 
out of communion, and heretics after the firſt and ſecond 
admonition are rejected: but no ſuch diſcipline 3s this is 
maintained in the church of England. She herſelf acknow- 
ledges a want of godly diſcipline, and wiſhes for a reſtora- 
tion of it; which is done every Lent-ſeaſon, and yet no ſtep 
taken for the bringing of it in: what diſcipline there is, is 
| not 


(11) 
not exerciſed by a miniſter of a pariſh, and his own congre- 
gation, tho the offender is of them, but in the biſhop's . 
court indeed, yet by laymen; the admonition is by a ſett of 
men called apparitors, and the ſentence of excommunica- 
tion and the whole proceſs leading to it by lawyers, and 
not miniſters of the word, EE og 


IX. The rites and ceremonies uſed in the church of Eng- 
land are another reaſon of our ſeparation from it. Some of 
them are manifeſtly of pagan original; ſome favour of Ju- 
daiſm, and are no other than aboliſhed Zew1iþb rites revived 
and moſt, if not all of them, are retained by the papiſts ; 
and have been, and {til are, abuſed to idolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion. Bowing to the eaſt was an idolatrous practice of the 
heathens, and is condemned in ſcripture as an abominable 
thing, Exel. viii. 15, 16. Bowing to the altar is a relick 
of popery, uſed by way of adoration of the elements, and 
in favour and for the ſupport of tranſubſtantiation, and the 
real preſence ; and therefore by no means to be uſed by 
thoſe that diſbelieve that doctrine ; and muſt be a hardening 
of ſuch that have faith in it. Bowing when the name of 
Jeſus is mentioned, is a piece of ſuperſtition and will-wor- 
ſhip, and has no countenance from Phil. ii. 10. The 
words ſhould be rendered in, and not at the name of Jeſus ; 
nor is it in the name Jeſus, but in the name of Feſus, and 
ſo deſigns ſome other name, and not Jeſus, and a name 
given him after his reſurrection, and not before, as the name 
of Jeſus was at his birth; and beſides ſome are obliged to 
bow in it, who have no knees in a literal ſenſe to bow with, 
and therefore bowing of the knee cannot be meant in any 
ſuch ſenſe. And as for ſuch ceremonies which in their own 
nature are neither good nor bad, but indifferent, they ought - 
to be left as ſuch, and not impoſed as neceſſary; the impo- 
ſition of things indifferent in divine ſervice as neceſſary, as 
if without which it could not be rightly performed, is a ſuf- 
ficient reaſon why they ought not to be ſubmitted to: ſuch 
and ſuch particular garments worn by perſons in ſacred office, 
conſidered as indifferent things, may be uſed or not uſed ; 
but if the uſe of theſe is infifted on as being holy agd neceſ- 
fary, and without which divine worſhip cannot rightly be 

formed, then they ought to be rejected as abominable. 

or can we like the ſurplice ever the better for being 
brought in by pope Adrian, A. D. 796. The croſs in bap- 
| tiſm, 
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(12) 
tiſm, and kneeling at the Lord's ſupper, have beeti taketl 
notice of befote. | 92 


X. The book of Common Prayer ſet forth as a rule and 
directory of divine worſhip and ſervice we have many things 
to object to. | | 

I. In as much as it preſcribes certain ſtinted ſet forms of 
prayer, and ties men up to the uſe of them { we don't find 
that the apoſtles of Chiiſt, and the firſt churches, ufed any 
ſuch forms, nor chriſtians for many ages; and of whatever 
uſe they can be thought to be unto perſons of weak capacities, 
ſurely ſuch that have ſpiritual gifts, 'or the gift of preaching 
the Goſpel, can ſtand in no need of them, and who muſt have 
the gift of prayer; and to be bound to ſuch pre-compoſed 
forms, as it agrees not with the promiſe of the Spirit of 


grace and ſupplication, fo not with the different caſes, cir- 


cumſtances, and frames that chriſtians are ſometimes in: 
wherefore not to take notice of the defeCtiveneſs of theſe 
prayers, and of the incoherence and obſcurity of ſome of the 
petitions in them ; the frequent tautologies and repetitions, 
eſpecially in the litany, ſo contrary to Chriſt's precept in 
Matt. vi. 7. are ſufficient to give us a diſtaſte of them. 

2. Tho' we ate not againſt reading the ſcriptures in pri- 
vate and in publick, yet we cannot approve of the manner 
the liturgy directs unto ; namely, the reading it by piece- 
meals, by bits and ſcraps, ſo mangled and curtailed as the 
Goſpels and Epiſtles are: we ſee not why any part of ſcrip- 
ture ſhould be omitted ; and the order of thefe being an in- 
vention of a Pope of Rome, and the fixing them to mattins 
and even-ſongs ſmelling ſo rank of popery, no ways ferve 
to recommend them to us: not to take notice of the great 
impropriety of calling paſſages out of Iſaiab, Feremiah, 7o- 
el, Malachi, and the Acts of the apoſtles, by the name of 
Epiſtles : but eſpecially it gives us much uneafinefs to fee 
leſſons taken out of the Apocrypha, and appointed to be read 
as if of equal authority with the facred ſcriptures ; nay not 
only out of the books of Baruch, Wiſdom, and Eccleſi- 
aſticus, but out of the hiſtories of Tabit, Judith, Suſanna, 
Bel and the dragon ; and ſuch leflons out of them as contain 
the moſt idle and fabulous ſtories. 

. The book of common prayer, enjoins the reading of the 
book of Pſalms in the corrupt tranſlation of the Pulgate 
Latin, uſed by the papiſts; in which there are great omiſſi- 

ons 
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ons and ſubſtractions in ſome places; as every where the 


titles of the Pſalms are left out, and in all places theſe 
words Higgaion and Selah, and the laſt verſe of Pſ. Ixxii. 
and in others, there are manifeſt additions, as in P/. ii. 12. 
and iv. 8. and xiii. 6. and xxii. I, 31. and xxxix. 12. and 
cxxxii. 4. and CXxxvi. 27. and cxlvii. 8. and three whole 
verſes in Pſ. xiv. whereas nothing ſhould be taken from, 
nor added to the word of God : ſome ſentences are abſurd 
and void of ſenſe, as P/. lviii. 8. and Ixviii. 30, 31. and in 
others the ſenſe is perverted, or a contrary one given, as in 
P/. xvii.” 4. and xviii. 26. and xxx. 13. and cy. 28. and cvi. 
30. and cvii. 40. and cxxv. 3. This tranſlation of the Pſalms 
ſtands in the Engliſh liturgy, and is uſed and read in the 
churches in England. | 

4. It directs to the obſervation of ſeveral faſts and feſti- 


vals, which are no where enjoined in the word of God, 


and for which it provides collects, goſpels and epiſtles to be 
read: the faſts are Quadrageſima or Lent, in imitation of 
Chriſt's forty days- faſt in the wilderneſs, Ember-weeks, Ro- 
gation-days, and all the Fridays in the year ; in which men 


are commanded to abſtain from meats, which God has 


created to be received with thankſgiving, The feſtivals, 

beſides the principal ones, Chr:/tmas, Eaſter, and Whit- 

ſuntide, are the ſeveral ſaints-days throughout the year, 

which are all of popiſh invention; and are either move- 

able or fixed as the popiſh feſtivals be; and being the relicks 

of popery, makes us ftill more uneaſy and diſſatisfied with 
em. 

Beſides the corruptions before obſerved in the ordi- 
nances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper; in the order for 
the viſitation of the ſick ſtands a form of abſolution, which 

runs thus; And by his (Chriſt's) authority committed 
ec to me, I abſolve thee from all thy fins, in the name of 
ce the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ;? 
which is a mere popiſh device ; Chrift having left no ſuch 
power to his church, nor committed any ſuch authority to 
any ſett of men in it; all that the miniſters of Chriſt 
have power or authority to do, is only miniſterially to de- 
clare and pronounce, that ſuch who believe in Chriſt ſhall 
receive the remiſion of ſins, and that their ſins are forgiven 

them, and that ſuch who believe not ſhall be damned, 
6. It appoints ſome things merely civil, as eccleſiaſtical 
and appertaining to the miniſtry, and to be performed <4 
eccle- 
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eccleſiaſtical perſons and miniſters, and provides offices for 
them, as, 

1. Matrimony ; which ſeems to favour the popiſh no- 
tion of making a ſacrament of it; whereas it is a mere civil 
contract between a man and a woman, and in whicha miniſter 
has nothing to do; nor do we ever read of any prieſt or 
Tevite, that was ever concerned in the ſolemnization of it 
between other perſons, under. the Old Teſtament, or of 
any apoſtle or miniſter of the word, under the new ; not 
to ſay any thing of the form of it, or of the ceremonies 
attending it 

2. The burial of the dead; which is a mere civil action, 

and belongs not to a goſpel- miniſter, but to the relations of 
the deceaſed or other neighbours, friends and acquaintance, 
Matt. viii. 21, 22. Acts viii. 2. nor is there any neceſſity 
for a place to be conſecrated for ſuch a purpoſe. Abraham 
and Sarah were buried in a cave, Deborah under an oak, 
Foſhua in a field, Samuel in his houſe, and Chriſt in a 
garden, Gen, xxiii. 9. and xxxv. 8. Jaſb. xxiv. 20. 1 Sam. 
XXV. 1. John xix. 41. nor do the ſcriptures ever make 
mention of any ſervice being read, or of any divine wor- 
ſhip being performed at the interment of the dead; and 
was any thing of this kind neceſſary, yet we muſt be ob- 
liged to object unto, nor could we comply with, the ſervice 
uſed by the church of England on this occaſion; we can- 
not in conſcience call every man and woman, our dear bro- 
ther, or our dear ſiſter, as ſome who have lived vitious 
lives, and have not appeared to have had true repentance 
towards God or faith in Chriſt, have been called; or com- 
mit their bodies to the ground in ſure and certain hope of 
the reſurreftion to eternal life; ſince we know there will 
be a reſurrection to damnation as well as to eternal life; 


nor can we give thanks to God on account of many, that 


it has pleaſed him to deliver them out of the miſeries of 
this ſinful world; nor join in the following petition, which 
ſeems to favour the popiſh notion of praying for the dead ; 
beſeeching—that we with all thoſe that are departed in the 


true faith of thy holy name, may have our perfect conſumma- 
tion and bliſs, both in body and ſoul, &c. 


XI. We cannot commune with the church of England, 
becauſe it is of a perſecuting ſpirit; and we cannot think 
tuch a church is a true church of Chriſt : that the Puritans 

: Werse 
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were perſecuted by it in Queen Elizabeth's time, and the 
diſſenters in the reign of King Charles the ſecond, is not 
to be denied ; and tho* this ſpirit does not now prevail, 
this is owing to the mild and gentle government of our 
gracious Sovereign King George, the head of this church, 
for which we have reaſon to be thankful; and yet it is 
not even now quite clear of perſecution, witneſs the Teſt 
and Corporation- acts, by which many freeborn. Engliſhmen 
are deprived of their native rights, becauſe they cannot 
conform to the church of England; befides, the reproaches 
and revilings which are daily caſt upon us, from the pulpit 
and the preſs, as well as in converſation, ſhew the ſame - 
and to remove all ſuch calumnies and reproaches, has been 
the inducement to draw up the above reaſons for our diſ- 
ſent ; and which have been chiefly occaſioned by a late /et- 
ter on the duty of catechizing children ; in which the au- 
thor, not content highly to commend the church of Eng- 
land, as the pureſt church under heaven, but reflects greatly 
on diſſenters, and particularly on ſuch whom he calls re- 
haptizers; and repeats the old ſtale ſtory of the German 
Anabaptiſts, and their errors, madneſſes and diſtractions ; 
and moſt maliciouſly inſinuates, that the people who now go 
by this name are tinctured with erroneous principles; for he 
ſays, they did ſpread their errors in adjacent countries, which 
are not fully extinguiſhed to this day ; whereas they were 
a people that ſcarce agreed with us in any thing; neither 
in their civil nor in their religious prineiples, nor even in 
baptiſm itſelf; for they were for the repetition of adult- 
baptiſm in ſome caſes, which we are not, and uſed ſprink- 
ling in baptiſm, which we do not: the difference between 
them and us, is much greater, than between the papiſts and 
the church of England as to baptiſm ; and yet this letter- 
writer would think it very hard and unkind in us, ſhould we 
rake up all the murders and maſſacres committed by Pædo- 
baptiſts, and that upon principle, believing that in ſo doing, 
they did God good ſervice; I mean the Papiſis, who are all 
Pædobaptiſis; and yet this might be done with as much 
truth and ingenuity, as the former ſtory is told: and beſides 
the diſturbances in Germany were begun by Pedobapii/ts ; 
firſt by the Papi/ts before the Reformation, and then by 
Lutherans after it, whom Luther endeavoured to diſſuade 
from ſuch practices; and eyen the diſturbances in Mun- 
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Ho were begun by the Pedobaptiff minifters, with das 
0 


me called Anabaptiſis joined, an 
ſcandal is laid. But what is all 


on whom the whole 
te us, who as much 


diſavow their principles and practices, aß ah people under 
the heavens ? nor does our different way öf N a- 
bout + any ways tend to the ſame. | 
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